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NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Science and Innovation 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Science and Innovation) [9.02 am]:  Members will be aware 
that we are in the middle of National Science Week, Australia’s biggest science festival, at which a range of 
events and activities are being arranged all over the country.  The program for Western Australia is very 
impressive, and we have already seen several well-attended and much-enjoyed events, including the annual 
RoboCup junior schools competition, which I had the pleasure of launching at Scitech last Friday.  I congratulate 
all the participants in this exciting robotics event, particularly the successful students: Kaitlin Cook and Georgina 
Walton from the Double Helix Science Club; Rachel Bendtsen and Sanam Goodman from the Fremantle Peel 
Primary Extension and Challenge - PEAC - group; Alex Mathews from Como Secondary College; Gabe Ayres-
Paddon and Will Crisp from Christ Church Grammar School; and Shane Tyler from Murdoch College. 
Other interesting events scheduled for National Science Week include - 

tonight’s annual comedy debate where scientists and comedians will argue that “Genetic scientists 
should leave our genes alone - I love you just the way you are!”; 
tomorrow night’s “Stop the Toad” community evening where leading scientists and environmental 
advocates will explain what is being done to fight the cane toad; and 
“Science After Dark”, Friday night’s adults-only event that will link telecentres around the state with a 
panel of science experts, quizzes and interactive activities. 

The state Parliament is also doing its bit for National Science Week.  This morning I will be hosting a “Brain 
Break” morning tea in the parliamentary courtyard, which will be attended by some of the state’s most 
prominent scientists, and I hope to see all members there.  The morning tea will begin in a few minutes and I 
encourage all members from both sides of the house to come out and talk to some of these scientists about the 
importance of science to the state and to hear about some of the great work that is going on in the laboratories 
and research facilities around Western Australia.  Of course, if members are interested in more information about 
National Science Week they should go no further than the web site http://www.scienceweek.info.au/wa/.  I urge 
all members to join me for a brain break in a few minutes. 
 


